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Thomas Symonds 
= 5 Executed near Warceſier on the 24 7 


of May 1708, upon the Evidence of Giles = 
Hunt, who having obtain'd his own Pardon 7 > 


LES . them to haye been concern d witk 
Hhiimſelf in the Murther of Virs. Alice Lala, 


8 Mother to- the ſaid Mr. John Palmer, ane 
N B ä 

= Wich the 1 of the ſaid two Gentlemen to 5h 
the Lord Biſhcp of Oxon, aſſerting their nc, 


andi giving'an Account how they were prevail'd on to 
cConfeſs themſelves Guilty, by ſome who put chem it 


7 


Et hopes of a Pardon cn that Condition. * ER 
Do 5 His Lor dihip's 5A NSW E. R, witha Form- of Prayer 


„  compowd and ſent them, 
Me eimer s Letter to a Noble Lord in Londox'on 
Day of his Death, denying the Fact. 


Vr. Palmer and Mr. Symonds Dying Speeches" 
wherein they d an it Ufo their Salyagion. * 
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1 Fron a Gentleman in the Country. to his EC 
Priegd in London, with the folloy< - 
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bh Erewith you receive Mr. Palmer and Mr. Symonds 
f Beginning and End; I mean as far as relates 
RT : to their Misfortunes upon the Accuſation of  - 7 
9 - Giles Hunt. 1 cannot poſitively learn whether Mr, 8. 
5 nd made uſe of his Speech at the Tree, or not, but 
its certain Mr. Palmer read his, and they both left them 1 
under their o-w-•nnr Hands. After Symords was Executed, 3 
Fn Mr. Dean the Ordinary demanded of Palmer, upon his 2 / 
1 Salvation or Damnation, Guilty or Not? Who thereoenn 
2 ; reply'd, Not Guilty. Mr. Palmer, after the return f 


= : his Wife, wrote a Letter to a Peer in London, dated the £4 8 
| 5th of May 1708. I do not ſend you that, becauſe it 
. may not be convenient; I mean, his Honour perhass 
may be angry. Mr. Palmer and $ mond. with their ＋õꝗmm 3 I 
Hands left me the Originals, from which you have te 
22 Oe xy taken, and made it their dying Requeſt, _ 
night be printed, to the End the World might 2 
. Þ " - "| defies 
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a that end 1 have, Sir 8 
you for your judgment; and © 
may, if y you Pleaſe, be printed in London; otheg— i 
Wwile upon your returning them to me by the Coach, - 5 

will endeavour to have it perform d at Briſtou. 1 || 
| hor Sir, you will not think me over earneſt, it bein 


+ 


a Promiſe made to thoſe now (I can't ſay in their Graves, —— by 
| Jet) out of this World. I humbly requeſt you w * 
Four me with a Line, by the next Po 3 
5 know you have receiv d this Packet. = 
i #5 0 5 18 a EM | ir, 4 g BER E-- ; f 
ue moff obedient humble 8 
10. 2708, 


|; Gentlemen. 
Ss: Ohn Palmer lived at Libbery, in the Pariſh of Grafton, . 

3 in the County of Worceſter : Thomas Symonds at ier 
Peiiadle in the ſaid County, four Miles diſtant. Alice - 
Palmer, Widow, living at #pton Suodgbury in the ſaid 
County of Worceſter, and Mother to the aforeſaid %% 


|  _Loxley, her Houſe Rifled, and 
- | _ - ſuppoſed to be done with 
: . 3 Tit y. : 5 £ 2 125 Wy ; Sy 3 4 . 
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ke. acuh ol the ſaid. Month e in "the Yiu * 5 
ge one Gyles Hunt v was taken on ſuſpicion of be- 
ng guilty of the aforeſaid Murder, Robbery, and Fire: 
Wor ſaid Hunt was bloody z and, on the ſaid 2oth of NM. 
3 vember, in the Evening; the Goods of the ſaid Mrs. Palmer mY 
ERS i were found upon him the ſaid Gyles Hant. * W-- 
Ihe aboveſaid Mr. Palmer receiving ſuch Intelligence, A" W- 
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1 :cathe- to Wortefter, reſolv d to.proſecute the ſaid Hunt 8 
3 ; - the utmoſt Extremity, and brought along with him 
ſome Pewter Plates that were his Mothers, and ſavs d 
out of the Fire, to compare with thoſe found upon tũe 
ſaid Huit* Whereupon the ſaid Gyles Hunt Impeached © 
the ſaid Mr. Palmer, Mr. Symonds, and with them; one + 
— William Hobbins, as Partners with him, the ſaid Hunt, VE 
in the ſaid Villany. And on the Evidence of the ſaid _ 
Gyles Hant, they, the ſaid Palmer and Symonds, were nn 
the 21ſt of Nevenber 17097, committed to the Goul. . 
the Out County of Merceſter, and there remain d and  - | 
took their Tryals, the Aſſizes following, for a Complica- - + 8 
„ tion of Facts, as upon their Deaths they declar d unjuſtlyß 
| laid to their Charge. They receiv Sentence of Death, . 
| And order d to be hang d in iris. Ee 
The Day fixed for Execution was the 6th of Iprit „ 
# 1708. Between Sentence and which Day the Priſonerrs 
" kad the Honour of being viſited by the Reverend Father 
©: In God, ihm, Lord Biſhop of Oxoy, who ftrenuoufly © 
FS. Exhorted them as the firſt Step to Salvation, to make n 
2 5 Conteffion. And on or about the 1th Day 
L. of the faid: Month, April, the Reverend Mr. Geer e Ha.. 
, and Mr. ne ep ac neu gg y. at. Law, lid, as 
| 3 = t t = _ of Oxon, 
EEE "id: "Palmer and” Symonds, I -3Þ they 
world rake = Confellion,” his Lordfhip- would obtain © 
them a Reprieve, and afterwards — o tO, ee Di 
and 1 aney Her I a de had obtain d them a 
* 5 „ baden. 
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hang in Irons at Mpton Suodgbury, near to the Houſe where A 


Pardon, Upon which the faid Pabrer and Smonde did! 
Write Torfiethi ing in the nature. of a Confeſſion, and 
were Reprieved to the 7th, of this Inſtant May. Hob. 


* + 
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ins was executed the 16th of April laſt, and with him 
one Jolm Allen likewiſe, condemned upon the Evidenſſe 
: of the ſaid Gyles Hunt. They both with their laft Breaths — 
denies the reſpective Facts toe which'they dier. 

The 5th of this Inſtant May, John Palmer and Her 4 
Symonds were-guarded from the Caſtle of Wercefter to te 
Common County Gallows, and were there both execu- e 
ted; and both, according to their own Expreſſions 
died innocently. After Mr. Smasds was turned oft. 
Mr. Dean the Ordmary gemanded of Mr. Palmer if ge 
Vas guilty of, or was any ways privy or conſenting tothe: - 
- murther of. his Mother > Who with the greateſt Aſſeve. 
_ rations aſſerted his Innocen:y. They both. with Hobbias 7 2 
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1 E ay PO a Hey from Me. Pile & 47 Mr. * 
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JE . your Lordſhip 5 Condeſcenon 
in viſiting us afflicted Priſoners, and your 
;Lordiip well knows our Innocency ſtood, Proof againſt . 
2 many e as well made by your Lordſhip as has 
of the Clergy; under our Hands we deny d that barba- 
-rous,. moſt inhuman and villainous Act of which we 


5 5 were by Hunt unjuſtly accus'd, and for which we were - 


condemn d. Upon a Promiſe of your Lordſhip's Favour | 
by the Reverend Mr. Maſon and Mr. Symonds firſt as to a 
Reprieve, and a Pardon enfuing, our Thoughts, Death, 
that horrid and ignominious Death, a Gallows and Irons 
our Sentence, were diſtracted, and your Lordſhip's Am- 
* - baſſadors having the Advantage of Time, corrupted our 
Integrity, debauch d our Innocency, and extracted Bad 
out of Good. Your Lordſhip's Abſence, and what we 
were prevail d upon to give under our Hands, have cre- 
ated us more Uneaſineſs than even our Condemnation it 
ſelf; theſe Expreſſions cannot be repugnant to your Lord- 
ſhip's Charity, ſince from dying Men, (paſt Hopes) they 
axe offer d. Get Hunt's Evidence we both declare to be 
n us and unjuſt, and beſeech the Almighty to 
remit his Treſp:ſs againſt us. We beg your Lordſhip's 
ol 48d Care of Palmer! 8 Chüaren Aae 82 iſt * 


0 n 2 Fa 
q N A 3 24H. * 5 7 7 
1 1 tg * Z 
* i - 2 
— 
* * , f * 
& — 2 * 
þ 
* N 
% = ” * 


and when our Innocency appears they may inherit dur - 
perſonal and real, - ics are, my Lord, with the © 
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VMI. Samuel - Aſtley, Paſtor of bite. Lady. A 
me laſt Lady- Day Four Pounds for Half a Years Rent, 
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gina, * 3. 1708. 
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Gentlemen, 


: I can bardly defire yours ſhould have Leen great- 

r, and [ would tO God the Conſideration of Your mi- 
ſerable Condition had produc'd as many Sighs and Pray- 
ers from you as it has from me. I am griev'd at your 
Letter, which I Teceivd this Evening, ſince it confirms 
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"believe of you, 1 hat you have retracted the firſt: hap- 
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I am ſure was net extorted from you by me ry 


for you to obtain Pardon from God without Repent- 
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a Reprieve, that you might- have Time to perfe& 
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4 Cop 1775 4 > 8 bis Lord bi fe | 
e of Oxon to Mr. Palmer 22d 
Mr. Symonds, taken frow- the Ori- 5 


Y Concern for your Souls has been fo. arent, that ” 


-what I had heard, and indeed had too much Reaſon to 


-py Step you made towards Repentance and 1 | 
 Hiation with God, that Confeſſion of your Guilt 
which you gave under your own Hands, and whi ich! 


- Otherwiſe than by telling you how impoſlible it et bf 


ance, and how neceſſary. a part of Repentance Con- 
feſſion was in your Caſes; 1 did promiſe upon your 
making that firſt Step I would endeavour to get you 


that great Work, and aſſur d you of my poor Aſſiſt. 
ance in it, and 1 was as ooo as my Word; but as 
| | Ne to 


to my. giving you any PEAR af /\ a Pardon, * call 4 
Heaven and Earth to witneſs that I never fitter 1 
you wüh any ſach thing, I hope Mrs.: Prat has & 
ven you a true Account. of the Word 2 obs o 
Woes petverted, to your 8 . ez mine; "ihe. 4 
was declaring her -Belief of your lunocency, to wick 
I reply d, That if IM ere as much a. isfy'd af your 
Ingoceney as ſhe ſeem'd to be, and as 1 Was f 2 oY 
" Guilt, I weuld go to London and throw my elf. 

Her Majeſty's Feet, and beg for y.ur Pardon; theſe 
were my Words, and whoever repreſen:ed them other. 
wiſe abuſed. bo: h you and me. By thoſe whom you call 
my Ambaſſadors, I ſuppoſe you mean Mr. Maſon and 
Mr. Symonds," (the latter of which was not known to mem 
till he brought me a Meſſage from you) they are both 7 & 
BR þ ood Relations and Friends, and were firſt ſent from you 
to me; they had, as I hear, at your Deſire, been aflift. 
ing to you before, and I believe ſerv'd you very faithful 
_ ly they will both, I dare ſay, do me the Juſtice to own. 
that whenever I ſent them to you to preſs you to a Con- 
feſſion, 1 always directed them to charge it upon your 
© Conkeiences, as I had done my ſelf before, not to accuſe - 
any or your ſelves wrongfully for any Conſiderations * 
who they are that have prevailed with you to retract that 
Confeſſion you beſt know; but take my Word, next to 
thoſe that engaged you in the hort id Crimes for which 
you have been convicted, thoſe will prove your worſt 
Enemies that have prevailed with you to deny your Con- 
feſſion of it. Both your Requ:ſts with relation to Mr. Pal. 
mer's Children ſhall be faithfally performed, to the at- 4 
maoſt of my Power. All that I-cin do farther for you is, 1 
to beg you; for the Sake of your immortal Souls, to em. 
ploy the little Time which is yet before you to better Pur- -. 2 
55 . than you have done that, 2 ich I fear you a on © 
| one 


= Gone worſe” than trifle-away, make a full and open Con= © |. 
Wo felfion of your Guilt, take Shame to your ſelves, give 
Glory to God, throw your ſelves down before him in the _ 
dumbleſt Aacknowkggments of your Vileneſs, the moſt 
earneſt Petitions 'for his Pardon; give him no Reſt, nor 
Pour ſelves any, Day or Night, but ſpend thoſe few that: - - 
|. are remaining in Tears and Prayers, and abhorring your 
felves in Duſt and Afhes, if happily the Wickedneſs of 
Four Hearts may be forgiven, and God may ſhew ſome 
Marcy upon you; to his Grace and Mercy you are com 
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monds, by his Lordſhip the. Biſhop. of | © 
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EF \VReat and Glorious God, look down in Pity ane 
NI Compaſſion upon the Vileſt of Sinners, who have * | 
provoked TI hee by a long Courſe of Wickedneſs and im- 
penitance, to ſuffer us to fall into thoſe heynous crying 
Sins, for which we, are juſtly Sentencd to Temporal 
Death, and deſerve to fuffer that which is Eternal. We 
acknowledge the Righteouſneſs and Equity of Thy 3} 
Threats, that whoſoever ſheddeth Man's Blood, by Man 
ſhall his Blood be ſhed 3 that the Wicked and Blood- _ 3 
thirſty. hall. nor live out half their Days; that Murde- 
rers ſhail have their Portion in the Lake, that burns with 
Fire and Brimſtone, for ever. We acknowledge the 
Juſtice of Thy Providence, in: diſcovering thoſe unnatu. 
ral and barbarous, Crimes which we committed ſecret- 
ly in the Night, and in bringing us to open Shame and 
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pun ſhment for them here. We acknowledge and adore 
Ihy Goodneſs and tender Mercy, in allowing. us ſome 
nume to repent of them, and apply our ſelves: to Thee for 
pardon and forgiveneſs, that we may not be Eternallß 
dam d for them hereafter. O help us to employ this 
time to the beſt Purpoſes, that we may not by our Abuſe 
ok it:aggravate our Guilt and Condemnation. What ſhall. _ 
we fy unto Thee, O Thou Preſerver of Man? Shame. 
Mt” - covereth cur. Faces, we bluſh to lift up our Eyes towards 
Wy Heaven, where the Cry of our Sins is come up before 
Thee, even the Voice of Innocent Blood cries for Thy: - 
Vengeance againſt us; but Gracious Lord, hear not the. 
WH, Cry of. our Sins, but the Cry of the Blood of Thy Son 
my  . Jeſus, which ſpeaks better Things than that of JAZel's, 
WH. nothing but that Blood can expiate or cleanſe us from our 
miquities; O waſh -our- polluted* Souls in that Fountain 
which thou haſt opened for Sin, and for uncleaneſs. 
Sire us deep Humilication and Contrition, that Godly; + 
Sorrow for our Sins, which may work Repentance un- 
to Life never to be repented of. Thou only knoweſt 
tte Hearts of Men; and alone canſt change them, O changes 
Ill),  _ theſe Stony Hearts of ours, and give us Hearts of - Fleſh, | 
| * _ ſich broken Hearts as thou wilt not deſpiſe; let Thy... 
errors awaken us before the Flames-of Hell ſhall too 
fate de it; humble us fo under Thy mighty Hand, that 
I _ Thou mayeſt in Thy due time lift us up. We have no- 
I thing to plead before Thee but Thine own Tender Mer- 
"cies, and the Infinite Merits of our Saviour, who died 
to fave-Sinners, We, O Lord! are the chiefeſt of Sin- 
ners, but He is a mighty. Saviour, able to fave to the ut- 
ll /termoſt;, c. Let the Benefits of His Sufferings and 
Death be extended to us. Spare us O God moſt Holy, 
IM. - - O Lord moſt: mighty; and though Thou art pleaſed to 
give us up to Temporal Death, never deliver us into the - 
butter Pains of Eternal Death; but work in us, by Thy. 
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Grace and Spirit, that bleſſed. Change of Mind, that- + 
| Renovation of our whole inner Man, that our Sins may | 
be done away by Thy Mercy, and our Pardons ſeald 
in Heaven before we go hence and be no more ſeen. 
| Hear us O merciful Father, pardon and anſwer us, and 
do abundantly more for us then what we are able to 
ask, or think, for the ſake of that Son of Thy Love, 
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the ben 11 in whoſe Name and Words we farther + 
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Y poor unfortunate Wife, returned to me laſt 
VI Night, has reported your Honours Favours, and 
I pay voor Lordſhip my moſt humble Thanks. My) 
1 Lord, I am now a dying Man, and telling a Story can 
be of no Service; ; Ae the World, except cruel to 
tie laſt Extremity, muſt believe me: In the Preſence 
of God Almighty, I vow I am innocent of the Fact 
i 4 with which Jam charged by Giles Hunt, and for 
Uh - which 1 die, to wit the Murder of my Mother. My 
mh Tord, I have no nice Reſervations upon my Faith, and 
. . I fix my Salvation on the Truth of my Expreſſions; « 
Wo directly, or indirectly, I know nothing of the barbarous 
Murder, committed + the the 7th of e upon 
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beg when Lam gone, your Lordſhip will allt my Wi. = ol 
dow, if ſhe begs it, your Lordſhips known . 1; 97M 
Honour encourages ms to hit Address, -z 
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8 we are corrupt in Nature, ſo ſubject to the 
8 Temptations of our Vigilant Enemy the Devil; 
and, to my own Shame and Misfortume, I muſt acknow-. 
_ "ledge my Thoughts have been polluted, and my Life ire- 
+ _-_ gnlar, prone to Wickedneſs, and aukward in the Paths 
f Righteoulneſs, diſobeying the Almighty, and His 

moſt-Juſt and Holy Commaads, neglecting His Dwvine 
Precepts, and Sining in oppoſition to the Checks of my 
_ . own Conſcience. BED £5 6 OR pin 


— 
* 


. Pardon, O God! I beſeech Thee, as well my 
* moſt ſecret as my publick Tranſęreſſions, put 
mine Offences far from me, and be not extrem 


in marking what I have done amiſs. 
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4h * 
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253 Charge, Nane 1 Dey ade Aden hy tek 
| . >extends no farther then the Frailties I doubt we are all, 
moſt of us, or at leaſt too many ſubject to, as Men con- 
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Ccieiv d in Sin, and brought forth in Iniquity; and as ſuch, - 
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To uus, 0 Chrilt, graciouſly hear us Wan 


RO tion to obſerve to you, That the way to e i his | 
World, is, with a due Diligence, to mind your future 
State; for whilſt your Thoughts are ſo employ d, the 
Pleaſures and Debaucheries of this Life do not enſuare 

your Saſety, nor deſtroy your Fortunes. The Service of 


"vifion for your Family, is all you ought to aim at. 


Crime with which I am accusd, and for which on this 
Tree Iam ſentenc'd to undergo that ſhameful and-igno- ? 


_ the falſe and various Reports of me, you have ſome Cha: 4 
e ing Man. I am ſenſible that I muſt quickly account 


without the extenfive Mercies of God the Father, and 


the Merits of our Saviour, God the vw! we muſt all be 
3 e unhappy. Et | "4 


| Pardon cherefore, O God! « our Iniquities, bar. 4 
don the In: quities of our Fore-fathers, and 
take not Vengeance of our Sins, but graci- 
ouſly look upon our Afflictions, and. pcifully 
'behold the Sorrows of our Hearts; mercifully | 
forgive the Sins of Thy People. O Son f 
David have Mercy upon us, graciouſſy hear 


N 


Wert, aan give me leave by way of Ad monk 


your God, the Safety of your Souls, and an honeſt Pro- 


"Give me leave now, Gentlemen, to deſcend to the J | 


minious Death, I hope, Gentlemen, notwithſtanding 


rity.and Faith remaining, and can credit the Words of an 


2 * there 55. and therefors thall be cautious in. * : 'S 
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1 The th of „ laſt my Misfortunes took Date "i 
Wt for in the Night belonging to that Day 1 loft, O Miſcra- 


bie me Lot che bett of Mothers, and in that loſt my 
| 6 * e * 1 
an Ger we may meet; and i be nnn 
1 WW ah." 1 7 n 1,281 oY e in e YL . 
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L wy is ;ovideat on | Ges Hank: was. the Murderer at my 
Mother; he * rs bloody, and the Goods upon him; 
I - wpon which, as a convincing Proof, he acknowledg'd | 
V - himſelf to "Hy 10 Actor, and on promiſe of a Pardon 
ih # came to Confeſtion; aud, as I underſtand by the Statute, | 
uus obliged — — two or more fox the Safety of his 
— 9 1 9 — But indeed, why he ſfiould bring me into that 
number, I know not, unleſs to prevent my being a 
Thorn in his Side for- ſo. barbarouſſy uſing my Mother. 
Hons Gentlemen, I do aſſure you in that his Charge up- 
on me he has committed a ſecond Murder: How many 
more he has ſo us d i know not. Some of you undoubt - 
ſaw Hobbiu: and Allen executed; and heard their laſt 
© Words. T hope"they were innocent, and that eee 
3 teceiv d their Souls. 
My good Friends and Neighbours; whatT preſume vou 
i | | wok liffen after is a Confeſſion, a Confeſſion reported to 
0 be under my Hand to the Lord Biſhopꝑ of Oxon. Some- 
Wi What, Gentlemen, I muſt a Se. 4 by and at the 
Wade e * Maſon. a or” and 

K. Wu 
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Mr Sac an IEA (bis Lordiiity the Bitten 6 F. 
O xons Ambaſſadors) bg their Promiſes as from his 
Lordſhip of a Reprieve, and an enſuing Pardon was ſaid; 
but therein 1 unjuſtly betray d my Conſcience, diſhonour- 


ed my Integrity, and without Ih e Mercy of Fg 4 | 


e Hog damn'd my ſelf, 


/ Y . 


— 
+ by 


me that raſh and inconſiderate Ac, and 
pardon all thoſe who HO d me thereto. | 


1 ſhalt, Gentlemen. 4 make a Remark or two, and 
1 5 very ſhort. Firſt, from the Time that Hunt ac- 


knowledge d the Fact, I had by John Hawkiwood of Vor- 


5 ou 7 hours not ce, if 1 had been guilty, to have 


Joo and upwards at Intereſt. 
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{ca 
Sail 8 k Gelen, what can be imagined could pro- 
> from committing ſo horrid a Murder upon my poor 
Mother, the having no more than 36 l. a Year Joynture, 
and my ſelf at that time near 8 2001. a Year, and 
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3 Iam Aa dying Man; 1 35 aver to the belt of my 
Krowledge, 1 never ſaw How, Hotbins or Allen, before 
I came to Goal. : W 


. / 
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Gentlemen, e „ 12S 


24 mfg brte 1 I have ſhowd yon the Hardſhips L lute, 
and the Impoſitions laid upon me. God Almighty knows 
my W and I * my __ Suffer ings in this 

D 2 | Wan, 
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The Evidence-Gyles Hun gave ad e was unrue-:- 


Hope yon bave more Charity than to menſire my 
f Guilt by my-Sufferings. | 


in all its Cireumſtances. That Night Mrs. Palmer wass? 
murdered 1 lay with Mr. Sheldon Stevens of Meer- Pidull, 5 
in hisown Houſe. Gentlemen, What thould induce Has * 
ſo wron fully to-aceuſe me I know wet; but 1 cal G 
to wi and upon my Salvation declare, I im- in 
2 the Fed for ir which 1 die, whether that of Bradl. 


"Ballerd, — and As, ( charg d Fellow Criminals.» _ 
with me) were all Strangers to me till committed to | 
ul, from. whence 1 now e eee Hh frigulel == "6 
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us d to bring me (as expre 
| fon: 


1 renewed thei Allzults, 
frem the Biſhop of Ox 
and ad enſuing, Yardon. 
(by u ay of Encouragement ) the Caſe of Mrs. Bis of 
e Gheeſtr who after Condemnation ſav'd her Life, by pre- 
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